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unconscious. He recovered enough for the others to assist him down and 
then, with an improvised neck collar, altered vision and great assistance 
from excellent Wakhi staff, was able to reach the road head on horseback 
and eventually return home with no permanent damage.

Dylan Taylor was also returning to the Wakhan for a second time. In 2012 
he had made several ski descents above the Issik valley in the Pamir and this 
time, with fellow Americans Mick Follari and Aidan Loehr, planned rock 
routes on granite ‘not dissimilar to Chamonix’. But they found September 
days cold, and instead opted for ice/mixed ascents. They made the first 
ascent of an unnamed peak of 5965m (Austrian Map) between Koh-e-Seh 

Aspe Safad and Koh-e-
Helal, climbing the south 
face at AI4+ M5. GPS 
on the summit recorded 
an altitude of 6060m, 
and descent required 18 
consecutive rappels from 
Abalakovs.

They then made two 
attempts on Peak 5842m, 
a couple of kilometres 
east of Koh-e-Seh Aspe 
Safad, but retreated from 
half-height on the north-
east face, having climbed 
difficulties up to AI5 
M6. Approaching night-
fall and complete lack 
of bivouac gear made it 
prudent to descend. The 

team notes that, ominously, skirmishes between Taliban and the Afghan 
National Army had now reached within a few hours of Ishkashim. Exiting 
the country, Loehr discovered that he had only a single-entry visa to 
Tajikistan, and as this had already been used, his eventual escape from 
Afghanistan took almost one month and a considerable amount of cash.

During the winter following these two trips a Polish expedition attempted 
to repeat Tadeusz Piotrowski and Andrzej Zawada’s historic February 
1973 ascent of Noshaq (7492m), the first winter ascent of any peak above 
7000m. Unfortunately, they were forced to give up relatively low on the 
mountain.

Richmond MacIntyre with the split helmet, head, 
and a rock of similar size to the one that hit him. 
(Alan Halewood)
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China & Tibet

The situation in Tibet continues to be very difficult with permits for 
unclimbed peaks seemingly impossible to obtain and travel outside the 

central area heavily restricted. The neighbouring provinces of Xinjiang, 
Chinghai, Sichuan and Yunnan present greater opportunities although 
activity has continued to be concentrated in the relatively accessible 
Qonglai, Daxue and Litang Plateau areas of Sichuan. The latter, which 
includes the Chola, Shaluli and Gonkala ranges is not without its own 
issues. There has been strong and consistent hostility to climbing on holy 
mountains in certain valleys. One wonders whether, in accordance with 
local wishes, some areas may yet be set aside for the gods to roam the 
summits undisturbed?

Min Shan
The Min Shan is the most north-easterly massif in Sichuan, situated 

directly north of Chengdu. In May 2012, Karim Adouane (France), 
Jon Otto, and Su Ronqin made the first known ascent of Xiao (Little) 
Xuebaoding (5440m) by the north-east ridge.

Qonglai Shan
The rock walls and peaks of the Qonglai mountains continue to attract 

attention, particularly those accessible from the Shuangqiao valley. In 2010 
Kazuyoshi Uematsu led a three-man team that made the first ascent via the 
south-east face of the ultra prominent Niuxin Shan (Ox Heart mountain) 
(4942m) at the northern end of the valley. They were closely followed by 
the local team of Tashi, Yangxinyong and Yao Liu, who climbed a new 
route on the south face. In September, after two earlier attempts, Chad 
Kellogg and Dylan Johnson finally succeeded in making the first ascent 
of Seerdengpu (5592m), whose 1500m walls dominate the heads of the 
Shuangqiao and Changping valleys. A few days later, with John Dickey, 
they nearly made the first ascent of the granite ‘shark’s fin’ of Peak 5086m, 
being stopped by a blank section immediately below the summit. Chinese 
climbers Gong Xiaorui, He Chuan, and Wu Peng suffered similar disap-
pointment in October having approached from the opposite (south) face. 
He Chuan returned in 2011 and climbed the south face to a point on the 
east ridge about 50m below the summit. His party also made the possible 
first ascent of Peak 4970m.

In July and August of 2012 Hiroo Yonezawa and his team made the 
first ascents of Mountain Hermit (5062m) via the north-west ridge, Beauty 
Peak (c.5360m) via the south-east ridge and Chibu II (c.5400m) via the 
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west ridge. In late October Jerome Para and Damien Tomasi made the 
first ascent of the 700m north-west face of Daogou (5466m). Yonezawa 
returned in 2013 to make the first ascent of Central Pillar (5380m), just 
south of Potala Shan and in August of that year another Japanese team 
from the Keio University Alpine Club made first ascents of Shizi Peak 
(5057m), Fenghuang Peak (4984m) and Xiao Peak (4785m).

From the nearby Changping Valley, in July 2012, Ye Feng, Zhang 
Yunping, and He Chuan climbed a new line up the south-west face and 
south-south-west ridge of Celestial Peak (Mount Pomiu) (5413m). Two 
months later Zheng Chaohui and Li Yuan made an ascent via the south-
south-west ridge. In the cold of November, Christophe Dumarest and 
Thomas Vialletet made the probable first ascent of Pt. c.5600m at the end 
of the south-west ridge of Chang-gou (Lara Peak) (5700m), immediately 
north of Siguniang North.

Goromity (Riyucaibao) (5609m), towards the southern end of the Sigu-
niang Shan, remains the highest unclimbed mountain in the Qonglai Shan. 
Attempts by Luo Biao and Zhou Peng in 2010 via the south-west ridge and 
Hitoshi Onodera and Takeo Ohe in August 2011 were both unsuccessful.

Daxue Shan
The Dangling Range in the northern part of the Daxue Shan is an inter-

esting and less visited region than the Minya Konka area. In April and May 
2010 a 4-man Japanese Alpine Club expedition led by Chiharu Yoshimura 
visited the area. Hiroshi Matsushima and Ken Sato made the first ascent of 
the attractive Xiaqiangla (5470m) via the north-east face.

In the Minya Konka range a recent first was a ski descent of the west 
ridge of Reddomain (6112m) in 2009 by Jimmy Chin, Giulia Monego, 
Kasha Rigby, and Ingrid Backstrom. In 2010 a 23 member Korean team 
made a new route on the south-south-west face of Ruiche Gongga (5928m) 
with 9 members making the summit. The same year Tim Church (New 
Zealand) and Yvonne Pfluger made what they thought was the first ascent 
of Dogonomba (5960m) via the west ridge, only to find that it had been 
climbed in 2008 by Aidan Loehr in a solo ascent via a similar route.

Mount Edgar (6618m) continues to provide challenges at the highest 
level. Kyle Dempster and Bruce Normand climbed the east face and 
south ridge in 2010, encountering sustained difficulties over an eight-day 
round trip. In September and October of that year Alexander Novikov and 
Vladimir Belousov explored the west and north faces but their subsequent 
attempt in 2011 failed because of bad weather on their summit day.

Youthful achievements in 2011 included the first ascent of the east face 
and second ascent overall of Daddomain (6380m) by the Giri-Giri boys – 
Fumitaka Ichimura, Ryo Masumoto, and Takaaki Nagato – and the first 
ascent of Melcyr Shan (5910m), just north of Jiazi, by a group of young 
climbers from the Deutscher Alpen Verein led by David Göttler. 

In the Tachenliu massif near Kangding, Baihaizishan (5924m) remains 
unclimbed, despite an attempt on the north-west ridge by Simon Moore, 

Rimon Than, Alex Tomaczynski, and Duncan Francis in 2012. They were, 
however, successful in making a very cold ascent of Wupingfeng (5672m), 
reaching the summit on 3 December.

Gonkala Shan
Climbers have so far failed to make much of an acquaintance with the 

impressive peaks in this area, which lie about 30km south-east of Garze 
(Ganzi), with at least three planned trips being turned back by local oppo-
sition. Kawarori I (5992m) and II (5928m) continue to be admired, but 
only from a distance. Hitoshi Onodera and Takeo Ohe gained a permit 
in 2011 from the Sichuan Mountaineering Association for Kawarori but 
were refused access by the Deputy Director of the Sports Administrative 
Department, a senior official in the Ganzi Tibet Autonomous Region, on 
the grounds that the mountains were holy to the local people. In September 
2005 a British expedition were ordered off the mountain by a party of 40 
monks from the Khur Chong monastery with equipment lost and violence 
threatened. 

Shaluli Shan
Similar problems were experienced in 2011 in the Xiangqiuqieke Massif 

where the village elders asked Tim Church (New Zealand) and Yvonne 
Pfluger to leave after several days of reconnaissance, indicating that the 
range was a holy one. They then tried to explore Asa and Hari, south of 
Haga La, but encountered resistance by locals who, in the light of recent 
mineral exploration, were sensitive to strangers.

Other parties had more success in 2012. Szuting Yi, Eric Salazar, and 
Dave Anderson made the first ascent of Crown Mountain (5609m) via 
its north-west face and west ridge. The peak lies in the northern part of 
the range, about 10 km south-east of Xiashe. Yi and Anderson went on to 
make the first ascent of the impressive granite tower of Kemailong (5873m) 
in the Genyen massif via the 1000m south ridge.

Tom Nakamura and two companions made a reconnaissance of the 
Gangga Massif, just south of Garze. Most of the peaks are between 5300m 
and 5500m, with Gangga I reaching 5688m. More detail and photos are 
available in Tom’s article in the 2013 Japanese Alpine News. 

In 2011 Sergi Ricart made an extended solo trip to Qinghai, Sichuan, 
and Yunnan, near the Tibet border, spending time with local inhabitants 
and exploring unclimbed mountains. On the north side of the Sichuan-
Tibet Highway, east of the Chola Shan Pass (a.k.a. Tro La, 4910m), and 
directly north of the Chola Shan, is a small cirque of peaks. Exploring them 
from both the northern and southern sides he made first ascents of Acha 
La Ri (5000m), by the south-west spur, and Ru Chen Gangri (5350m), by 
the north and east faces. In the Daxue Shan, he climbed two small rocky 
peaks, Tso Chong Ri and Tso Chen Ri (5100m), which lie towards the 
end of the long north-west ridge of Reddomain, before it terminates at the 
Ruichi Haniya.
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Chola Shan
Hitoshi Onodera and Takeo Ohe also visited the northern end of the 

Chola Shan on their 2011 trip. They had information that there was an 
unclimbed massif called Polujab, south of Zhogchen Monastery. Locals 
explained that the highest peak was named Sejong. They took photos of 
peaks and concluded that ‘the highest peak was Sejong I (5816m+ not 
marked on the Chinese map), the second highest Sejong II (5816m), south-
west of Sejong I and marked on the map, the third highest Nobuyugya 
(5594m), north of Sejong I, also marked on map, and the fourth Polujab 
(5472m), west of Sejong II , marked on Chinese map.’ 

Yunnan, Yulong Xueshan
Over the winter of 2010/2011 Darryl Kralovic and Mike Dobie were 

active in the Yulong Shan which sit in the bend of the Yangtse River above 
Lijiang. In December they climbed the unnamed peak (c.5000m) situated 
at the southern end of the group and during February they attempted the 
prominent unnamed easternmost peak (5321m) in the northern half of the 
massif.

Yunnan, Hengduan Mountains
The Baimang Xueshan massif is situated in Deqen County, not far to the 

south of Meili Xueshan (Kawa Karpo, 6740m). It lies close to and west of 
the Yunnan-Tibet Highway, where it runs north-west from Zhongdian to 
Deqen. In October 2012 Sun Bin and a party from the Summit Outdoor 
School made five first ascents: Duochubomubadeng (5466m), Unnamed 
Peak (5288m), Unnamed Peak (5295m), Unnamed Peak (5250 m) and 
Zhalaqueni South Summit (5420m). In January 2013 Li Yuan, Zhang 
Xiaohui, and Zheng Chao Hui made the first official ascent of the north 
summit of Zhalaqueni (5429m) after three and a half days on the east face.

The 2013 Japanese Alpine News contains an interesting article by Tom 
Nakamura on Damyon (6324m) and other peaks of the Taniantaweng 

Kemailong (5870m). First ascent route follows the south ridge, seen in profile 
on the left. (Tomas Obtulovic)

Shan. These are situated within the TAR on the Salween-Mekong divide, 
south of the Sichuan-Tibet Highway. Permits have so far proved elusive.

Kangri Karpo
Though access is impossible at the present time, the 2011 Japanese Alpine 

News 2011 has an enticing article by Tatsuo (Tim) Inoue on the ‘47 six-
thousanders in the Kangri Garpo Mountains’.

Qilian Shan
In August 2010 a 14 member Korean team made an ascent of Gradiska 

(5254m) via the south-west face and first ascents of Peak 4722m and Peak 
4880m.

Tibetan Plateau
At the far eastern end of the plateau, on the border of Qinghai and 

Sichuan, is the Bayan Har Shan. A Chinese party made the first ascent of 
the highest peak, Nyainbo Yuzi (5369m) in July 2011. A second ascent 
was made in 2013.

With the restrictions on travel in the Tibetan Autonomous Region and 
elsewhere, the only way to climb in some areas is if you happen to have a 
permit for some other activity or, as in the 19th Century you penetrate the 
formidable barrier of the Kun Lun to the north. Understandably, accounts 
tend to appear rather later than normal, when campaigns have drawn to a 
close and the protagonists have moved on to greener pastures, both literally 
and metaphorically.

East face of a c.5500m peak in the Chola Shan, north of the highway. (Tamotsu 
Nakamura)
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In 2004 Paul Knapp and another member of the University of Arizona 
Geosciences team climbed an unnamed 6258m summit in the Muggar 
Kangri Range, to the north of the Dagze Tso. The next year they climbed 
an obscure and unnamed 5781m peak in the Ayi Shan near the main road 
that leads west across the Ayi Shan into the Zhada basin. During the 2005 
field season, while in the Kailas region they investigated the long gorge 
leading from the south shore of Lake Manasarovar into the Gurla Mand-
hata massif and climbed an unnamed 6085m peak. Most recently, in 2012, 
Barbara Carrapa, Ryan Leary and one other visited the Linzhou Range, in 
the group of peaks immediately north-east of the Loinbo Kangri Range and 
designated on the Russian 1:200,000 topographic map of the region as the 
Kanchun Kangri. On June 26th they climbed an unnamed 6164m summit 
via the west face.

Kun Lun
In the 2010/11 Alpine Journal we recorded the extensive journeys across 

the plateau of a Swedish cyclist and climber. Janne Corax continued 
his exploration in 2010 with a formidable journey with Lars B. over the 
northern Kun Lun and through a series of remote ranges in the Altyn-
Tagh. Their first target was Aleke Tag (Akato, Yusupu Aleketage 6080m). 
Having climbed this they moved on to the Qimantag Shan, on the shores 
of the Ayakkum Tso, where they made an ascent of Peak 5551m. They 
then turned west, reaching and climbing Fujian Feng (5866m), before 
heading towards the Ayalik Range, where they made ascents of Ayalik 
East (5952m) and Ayalik (6167m).

Perhaps the most impressive achievement came in 2012 when Corax 
set off again across the main chain of the Kun Lun, aiming to reach the 
remote Ak Tag range. Details are sparse but, after his companion turned 
back, he reports approaching from the south to make the first ascent of Ak 
Tag (6758m).

Tien Shan
In July 2011 the Slovenian team of Ales Holc, Igor Kremser, and Peter 

Juvan made the first ascent of the last unclimbed peak of the main Xuelian 
Group, Xuelian North-east (6231m) via the 2400m west ridge. This had 
previously been attempted in 2009 by Jed Brown and Bruce Normand. 
During their acclimatisation period they also climbed Yi-ge Feng (4420m), 
south face; Kundi Feng (4601m), north face and north-west ridge; and 
Huang Jin Feng (4708m) via the south-west face and south ridge.

On 9 July 2012 the Chinese climber Yan Dongdong was killed in a 
crevasse fall in the Chulebos Massif of the Central Tien Shan. Yan was the 
first of a new generation of Chinese alpinists, climbing new routes at the 
highest level and epitomising a new spirit of adventure and exploration. 

Further information and photos of many of these climbs are contained in the 
Japanese Alpine News and American Alpine Journal.

293

IAN WALL
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I would like to extend my gratitude to Liz Hawley and to those climbers 
mentioned for their permission to use their images and expedition report extracts in 
the following notes. – I.W.

Tragedy Strikes Khumbu
The risk to human life posed by climbing on the Himayalan giants was 

brought into brutal focus at 06.30 on 18 April 2014 when a house-sized 
piece of ice calved from a glacier on the west face of Everest and struck 
the Popcorn Field area of the Khumbu Icefall, where a group of some 50 
Sherpa guides and high altitude Nepali support staff were waiting to ascend 
fixed ladders. 

Sixteen Nepalese Sherpa guides were killed, three of whom remain unac-
counted for. The dead and missing are officially listed as: Mingma Nuru 
Sherpa, Dorji Sherpa, Ang Tshiri Sherpa, Nima Sherpa, Tenzing Chottar 
Sherpa (missing), Phurba Ongyal Sherpa, Lakpa Tenjing Sherpa, Chhering 
Ongchu Sherpa, Dorjee Khatri, Then Dorjee Sherpa, Phur Temba Sherpa, 
Aankaji Sherpa, Pem Tenji Sherpa (missing), Aash Bahadur Gurung 
(missing), Pasang Karma Sherpa and Asman Tamang.

Spring Season 2013
In 1973 the Italian Everest Expedition led 

by Guido Monzino arrived in Nepal and was 
joined by a young Nepali support climber, 
Shambhu Tamang. Tamang, 16 years old at 
that time went on to summit on 5 May 1973 
and in doing so became the youngest Everest 
Summiteer and unwittingly started the trend of 
record setting on the mountain.

This trend seems to be pursued with vigour 
even today with many ‘firsts’ being claimed 
and entered into record books. During the 
2013 spring season Yuichiro Miura (80) from 
Japan, became the oldest man to climb Everest. 
His daughter, Emiri, reported that the climb 
cost ¥150 million. A Nepalese climber, Min 
Bahadur Sherchan (81) was also making an attempt, but had to turn back 
due to poor weather conditions. Prior to the final outcome Miura had said 
that should Sherchan succeed he, Miura, was unlikely to make another 
summit attempt! 

Chhurim Sherpa. (Ian Wall)


